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5th SUNDAY OF EASTER (May 1st 2021) 

 
 
1st Reading Acts 9:26-31 

When Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, 
not believing that he was a disciple. Then Barnabas took charge of him and brought him to 
the apostles, and he reported to them how he had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken to 
him, and how in Damascus he had spoken out boldly in the name of Jesus. 
He moved about freely with them in Jerusalem, and spoke out boldly in the name of the Lord. 
He also spoke and debated with the Hellenists, but they tried to kill him. And when the 
brothers learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and sent him on his way to Tarsus. 
The church throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria was at peace. It was being built up and 
walked in the fear of the Lord, and with the consolation of the Holy Spirit it grew in numbers. 
 
 
2nd Reading 1 Jn 3:18-24 

Children, let us love not in word or speech but indeed and truth. Now this is how we shall 
know that we belong to the truth and reassure our hearts before him in whatever our hearts 
condemn, for God is greater than our hearts and knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do 
not condemn us, we have confidence in God and receive from him whatever we ask, 
because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. And his commandment is this: 
we should believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another just as he 
commanded us. Those who keep his commandments remain in him, and he in them, 
and the way we know that he remains in us is from the Spirit he gave us. 
 
 
Gospel: Jn 15:1-8 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He takes away every branch in me that 
does not bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes so that it bears more fruit. 
You are already pruned because of the word that I spoke to you. Remain in me, as I remain in 
you. Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own unless it remains on the vine, so neither can 
you unless you remain in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me 
and I in him will bear much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. Anyone who does 
not remain in me will be thrown out like a branch and wither; people will gather them and 
throw them into a fire and they will be burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in 
you, ask for whatever you want and it will be done for you. By this is my Father glorified, 
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 
 
Reflection 
In the Old Testament the prophets speak of the chosen people as God's vine which he tends with love 
in the hope of it producing choice fruit (e.g. Jer 5:10 or Ezek 17: 3-8). St John now takes that same 
idea and transforms it by showing us that Jesus is the true vine and the disciples are his branches, in 
other words they cannot and do not exist apart from him. Two important aspects of the believer's 
relationship with Jesus emerge from this: intimacy and fruitfulness. We are in complete union with 
him, that is, we remain or abide in him and draw life from him. Since we draw life from him then we 
will bear fruit and that means that we cannot claim to be his disciples and live only for ourselves. 



May Devotions to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
St Joseph parish will pray the rosary online through the Month of May to honour Blessed Virgin 
Mary, mother of Jesus as "the Queen of May" at 7.00pm (Facebook: St. Joseph’s Parish). Please 
join. 
 
St Joseph Website:  
The parish website that had been missing for nearly three months from the Google search has been 
restored. However, most of the uploaded files are still not traceable. We hope to upload new 
information in the near future. Now the website is running at https://stjosephsgreenocok.org/ 
 
Thank You: 
St. Joseph parish says a Big Thank You to all those who contributed greatly towards Fence painting.  
May God bless you for your generosity and ‘thank you’ to all those who took initiative for this noble 
endeavour. The work will begin this week. 
 
Chrism Mass 
Bishop John will celebrate the Chrism Mass with the clergy of the Diocese on Friday 7th May at 
3.00pm. This will only be open to the clergy, however, parishioners can join in the liturgy via the live 
stream at the Cathedral. Click on the link below to follow the Mass. 
https://youtu.be/WKesnTNWowA 
 
BBC Sunday Mass 
Mass from St. Andrew's Parish in Galashiels will be broadcast on BBC Scotland at 12 noon this 
Sunday (2nd May) the broadcast can be viewed on the channels listed here and subsequently on 
iPlayer.  Freeview 9 and 108; Sky 119; Freesat 106.  Please encourage views and downloads which 
are recorded by the BBC and can support efforts by SCMO to commission Catholic programming in 
future.  
 
Care Not Killing 
'We need to improve how we care for people, not kill them.'  Please contact your election candidates 
via this website to ask them to support palliative care for the dying. https://carenotkilling.scot/ 
 
The Scottish Parliamentary Elections 
As you begin considering how to vote please check out our Scottish Bishops Election Resource link: 
Scottish Parliament Election 2021 – Catholic Parliamentary Office (rcpolitics.org)  It lets you know 
where political parties stand on issues that impinge upon our Catholic faith and life and is also being 
updated with particular candidates’ positions on these matters. 
 
Scottish Catholic Observer 
The Catholic Herald has notified that the Scottish Catholic Observer was wound up at the end of 
December 2020.  
 
Community Circle of Prayer 
Every Friday evening people gather on line at 7pm for The Community Circle of Prayer. This half 
hour event simply consists of a little music, some readings and the opportunity to share our prayer 
petitions and support others in theirs. Since New Year we have covered topics like Perseverance in 
Prayer, St Joseph, Journey to Calvary, Christ Our Salvation, Passover and Tenebrae, St Bernadette, 
and the Gift of the Trinity, just to name a few! Coming up some of our suggested topics are Justice 
and Peace, Friendship in Jesus, The Mysteries of Light and The Gifts of the Spirit. Last week was our 
1 year anniversary!Why not spend half an hour with us this Friday in community and fellowship? You 
would be most welcome! To join please use the Zoom link below 
https://zoom.us/j/8510142970?pwd=UUtVa2ZhOFUxa2NSZmJCckZOek0rUT09 
 
 
 



Free ‘Kid’s Bulletin’ Sunday Children's Liturgy Leaflet 
Families Permanent Commission is pleased to pass on this resource for children attending Sunday 
mass. Each week it gives the narrative on the Gospel for the day and a storyboard of the life of a Saint 
with a Feast that upcoming week.  It is free but donations welcome.   
 
https://thekidsbulletin.com/2021/04/12/the-kids-bulletin-for-sunday-april-18th-2021/ 
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Think Vocation:  
“Saul went round preaching fearlessly in the name of the Lord.” Could you have the zeal of Saul for 
sharing the power of the Gospel and the love of Christ? Speak to our Vocations Director, Fr. John 
Morrison 01418895056 or e-mail vocations@rcdop.org.uk  
 
 
SPUC Scotland:  
On Saturday, 22 May 2021, at Carfin Grotto, SPUC Scotland will display 14,000 white flower 
images, one for every child lost to abortion in Scotland in one year, to create a ‘carpet of flowers for 
the unborn’. Bishop Toal will bless the physical display at 2pm.  If you would like to sponsor a virtual 
flower, please visit www.whiteflower.org.uk or call SPUC Scotland (0141 221 2094) to make a 
donation.    
 
 
Right to Life: Act now and stop disability abortion up to birth in NI 
Earlier this year the Northern Ireland Assembly voted on the Severe Fetal Impairment Abortion 
(Amendment) Bill and it passed Second Stage by 48 votes to 12. 
The Northern Ireland Health Committee is now undertaking a consultation on the Bill and is seeking 
submissions from the public. It is important that as many people as possible submit to the consultation 
in support of the Bill to clearly show that there is widespread support for this important change. 
Right To Life UK has set up an easy-to-use tool on their website that makes it simple to complete 
your submission. You can do so by following the link below. It only takes 30 seconds! 
www.righttolife.org.uk/nidisabilityconsultation 
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